st Century Skills (n.d.), unless the gap is bridged between how students learn and how they live, today's education system will face irrelevance. The way people work and live has been transformed by demographic, economic, political, technological, and informational forces. Schools must adapt to these changing conditions in order to thrive.
INTRODUCTION
Pedagogy in education "refers to the schools of thought or philosophies regarding how people learn and how teachers should assist in that learning" (Web 2.0, n.d., p. 9). A high level pedagogy, constructivism, encompasses several pedagogies/learning theories which includes the learning theory known as connectivism. Connectivism has been deemed a 21 st century learning paradigm and has been defined as a learning theory for the digital age (Seimens, 2005, in Web 2.0, n.d.). According to Seimens, "connectivism presents a model of learning that acknowledges the tectonic shifts in society where learning is no longer an internal, individualistic activity" (Siemens, 2005 , pp 7 in Web 2.0, n.d.).
The collaborative learning theory also relates well with the constructivism pedagogy. With this theory, students are either encouraged or required to work together to solve problems, discuss ideas, or to acquire new knowledge.
Partnership for 21
st Century Skills (P21) is an organization that advocates 21 st century readiness for all students. They provide tools and resources to the educational system to assist in preparing students to compete in a global economy that demands innovation by fusing the 3Rs and 4Cs (communication, collaboration, critical thinking and problem solving, and creativity and innovation). P21 works on closing the gap between knowledge and skills that most students learn in school and the skills and knowledge needed in 21 st century workplaces. In this digital age, students must learn to use tools essential to everyday life and workplace productivity. The way they work and live have been transformed by demographic, economic, political, technological, and informational forces. Students live in a world of almost unlimited streams of information, difficult choices, and enormous opportunity. Unless the gap is bridged between how they learn and how they live, today's education system will face irrelevance. Schools must adapt to these changing conditions in order to thrive; however, they are struggling to keep up with the rate of change of students' lives outside of school (Partnership for 21 st Century Skills, n.d. 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purpose of this paper is to explore integration of 21 st century skills and Web 2.0 technology as well as the transforming pedagogies being fostered to accomplish this task as educators embrace the digital age.
LITERATURE REVIEW
The National Educational Technology Standards for Students (NETS.S) outlines standards and performance indicators that all teachers should meet. This standard includes the idea that teachers should be facilitators of student learning and creativity. Students should use digital tools to explore real-world issues and to solve authentic problems. Collaborative tools should be used to promote student reflection. Teachers should actively engage in student learning in face-to-face and in virtual environments. Digital age learning experiences and assessments should be developed. Formative and summative assessments should be aligned with technology and content standards so that results can be used to inform teaching and learning.
A technology enriched learning environment should be created that enables students to manage their own learning, and to assess their own progress. Teachers should model digital-age learning and work. They should exhibit knowledge and skills that represent an innovate professional in a digital and global society. Teachers should model and promote digital citizenship and responsibility. They should model, advocate, and teach legal and ethical use of digital information technology.
This includes respecting copyright, intellectual property, and appropriate documentation of all resources (The ISTE NETS...2008).
Teachers can create a 21
st century context for learning by taking students out into the world, by bringing the world into the classroom, and by creating opportunities for students to collaboratively interact with each other (Learning for the, n.d.). Helping them make vital practical, social, and emotional connections to content and skill is of the utmost importance. Why? Because students in this era have grown up with access to the Internet and are capable of interacting and collaborating in ways that were unfathomable at one point in time. The Internet originally centered on only viewing information. However, with the advent of technology such as Web 2.0 which is defined as the "Read/Write Web," the Internet transformed so that those viewing information could also become active participants through collaboration and interaction. Viewers could now not only read information, but they could write and share information as well (Motivate and Engage, 2009). Thus, we as educators must adapt so that our instruction infuses Web 2.0 technology with 21 st century skills. These skills are essential due to increased global competition, rising workforce capabilities, and accelerated technological change (Learning for the, n.d.). And, if our students want to be successful beyond the classroom, it is crucial that they master these skills ( This finding is significant in terms of refining some of the best features of conventional practice. The teaching and learning process now becomes more interactive.
As a 21 ST century learning paradigm shift is occurring, theoretical interest in viewing education as an ecosystem is gaining popularity. The term 'ecosystem' allows transfer of characteristics of ecology to the new digital age environment; and virtual communities can now be depicted by using these characteristics.
The term 'learning ecosystem' is a term that conveys new views with regard to the educational environment in the digital age. The role of a learning ecosystem is to unite participants through cooperation, sharing, reflection, publishing, development and learning, and through resources and participants, in a wide educational environment. Through the concept of learning ecosystem, we can find the idea that development of Web The digital age is here and it is evident that educators must embrace the 21 st century learning paradigm shift to ensure that students are adequately prepared for the global workforce. Students enter the classroom well versed in technology. Many take courses, without having to leave the privacy of their homes, through distance education. They are not limited by bricks and mortar. Yet, they now have the ability to obtain an education from anywhere, and still be able to work collaborative with their classmates. This has been made possible because of the willingness of educators to embrace change. Educators have adopted technology that allows for collaborative work.
They have also required higher order skills of students, 21 st century skills, and have embraced pedagogies that require students to think 'outside the box' so that they are able to compete in a global society. Synchronous technologies such as the Centra chat room have been used in my classes to have students discuss assignments. Centra allows students to hear as well as see each other simultaneously as they reflect on items such as asking and answering questions, discussing case scenarios, and reporting on their research of current news articles and reflections related to course topics. So due to increased global competition, rising workforce capabilities, and accelerated technological change, I believe it is important for us as educators to adapt instruction so that it infuses Web 2.0 technology with 21 st century skills.
And, if our students want to be successful beyond the classroom, it is crucial that they master these skills. All of this can be accomplished by integrating transforming pedagogies, and integrating the use of the Internet to connect to Web 2.0 technology, as well as integrating 21 st century skills.
